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William G. Myers

William G. Myers was a pioneer in the 
field of nuclear medicine, has been 
called the "godfather of the cyclotron" 

His contributions include the development 
of radioactive gold seeds for interstitial 
therapy and the introduction of 11 
radioisotopes for use in nuclear 
medicine 
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Project Goal

Exhibits and other public programs will 
enhance the awareness of the 
collection’s availability for research 

The Myers virtual exhibit and a new MHC 
digital library with the Myers Collection 
serving as the pilot collection 
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Online Collection

• Photographs of and correspondence between 
Myers and other founders of nuclear medicine

• Correspondence from Myers to his wife 
describing his experience as a radiation 
monitor during Operation Crossroads

• Unique photographs of early and   
experimental nuclear equipment,         
including early scintillation cameras             
and cyclotrons
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Project Team

• Mary Manning (project lead)
• Eric Schnell (technology lead)
• Eric Hamrick (programmer)
• Chris Finneran (graphics)
• Judith Wiener (MHC curator)
• Jason Crabill (metadata)
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What is Greenstone?

• A suite of software for building and distributing 
digital library collections 

• Organizes information and publishes it on the 
Internet or on disc 

• Developed by the New Zealand Digital Library 
Project at the University of Waikato

• It is open-source software, available from 
http://greenstone.org under the terms of the 
GNU General Public License 
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What is open source?

• Not proprietary
• Code is open for everyone is see and 

can be changed--customizable
• Use is subject to GNU general public 

license 
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GNU General Public License (GPL)

• You can use it freely, but if you distribute it you 
must give others the right to redistribute the 
code

• The intent of GPL is to prevent a situation in 
which companies take an open-source code 
and resell it with limitations on the use and 
further distribution

(Understanding Digital Libraries: Second Edition, Morgan Kaufmann, 2005 )
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Searching

• keyword 
• title
• author
• subject
• format
• collection (future)
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Technical Requirements

• Runs Linux, Mac OS X or Windows web 
servers

• Must have the Java run-time installed
• Greenstone Librarian Interface (GLI) 

client installed on collection 
management workstations  
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Technical Skills

• HTML
• Text file editing
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Why a virtual exhibit and a digital 
library?

• A virtual exhibit provides context

• The digital library is searchable
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The Digital Library Entry Page

• On the same server as the MHC 
website (a different server than the DL)

• An html webpage and part of the new 
MHC  website, this will allow for easier 
customization of the entry page

• Provides information on the MHC, the 
DL project, and will provide links to 
virtual exhibits with material on DL

• Based on template for MHC site
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Why did we choose Greenstone?

• Cost, “free”?
• Compatible with Knowledge Bank
• 2 listservs for technical assistance: one 

for users one for developers
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Why did we choose Greenstone?

• Can be used with many types of metadata. Dublin 
Core (qualified and unqualified), RFC 1807, 
NZGLS (New Zealand Government Locator 
Service), and AGLS (Australian Government 
Locator Service) are predefined while new 
metadata sets can be defined using Greenstone's 
Metadata Set Editor.

• "Plug-ins" are used to ingest externally-prepared 
metadata in different forms, and plug-ins exist for 
XML, MARC, CDS/ISIS, ProCite, BibTex, Refer, 
OAI, DSpace, METS
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Metadata Choices

• Qualified Dublin Core

• Fields are defined by qualifiers
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Standards

• Based on standards found on a number 
of different websites, from workshops, 
Ohio Memory Project, Worthington 
Memory Project, and OSU

• Flexible, to allow use of past images in 
a lower resolution (300dpi) while new 
images are scanned at 600dpi, to 
prevent rescanning in the future
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Preservation

• TIFFs and JPEGs of each item.  TIFFs
are unchanged and are now scanned at 
600pi

• One copy on server.  One on 
Knowledge Bank
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Dublin Core XML Generator

• We are using a web form we created 
instead of entering directly to the 
“enrich” page of the GSDL librarian 
interface
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Searching

• keyword 
• title
• author
• subject
• format
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Searching

• keyword 
• title
• author
• subject
• format
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Advantages of the Web Form

• Access to thesauri and other resources
• Allows one to reuse commonly used 

terms without re-typing
• Allows for permanent fields for 

copyright and other information
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Tour of the Myers Collection
on the MHC DL
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Still left to do…

• We have been concentrating on images 
but we want to include other resources

• Three dimensional objects
• Articles with OCR
• Handwritten letters with transcription
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Thank You!

Questions?


